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Power and Electric Propulsion Division (RP)

The Division plans, conducts and directs research and technology development in 
the fields of aerospace power and electric propulsion.  This includes providing 
technology, expertise and research facilities for aerospace as well as non-
aerospace and commercial programs.  Power system technologies include 
photovoltaics, space environmental effects, fuel cells, batteries, solar thermal 
propulsion, thermal energy conversion, flywheels, Stirling converters, and power 
management and distribution components.  The electric propulsion technologies 
include ion engines, pulsed plasma thrusters, Hall thrusters, magneto-plasma 
dynamic thrusters and plasma contactors. 


